
2018 has arrived!

For Western Region, 2018 means an 
interesting list of new programs for you. You 
can read about some of these in this 
newsletter. I have been particularly involved 
in the February 24 program as I curated the 
small exhibit that accompanies the Neal 
Barr photography show.  I urge you to come 
and hear Neal talk about his career in New 
York.  While he did all sorts of commercial 
photography, the exhibition highlights his 
stunning fashion images - especially those 
he did for Harper’s Bazaar.  I have heard 
him interviewed before and the stories he 
tells are fascinating.
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With the New Year comes a new format for 
our newsletter! CSA is requesting that all 
regions follow the same format so this is 
your first regional newsletter using 
Mailchimp. Please give me feedback on any 
challenges you have, if any, viewing on your 
particular device. 

Western Region newsletters will be 
released quarterly on Feb. 1, May 1, Aug. 1
and Nov. 1. One month before each release 
date, I will send out a request for news 
items, however submits are welcome 
anytime!

My apologies for not giving photo credit. 
Many people offered photos but a mix-up in 
my computer now makes it a mystery as to 
who was the photographer. --Judi  
Email:  dawainis98@gmail.com

As you know, the national symposium this year is in Williamsburg, Virginia and much earlier 
than usual.  So, if you plan to go, register soon.  And if you go, plan on mercurial weather.  
March can be delightful with cherry blossoms in southern Virginia.  It can also bring an 
unexpected light snow or ice storm too.  So dress in layers.  Several members of the Western 
Region are speaking so make sure to support them.

Speaking of symposia, in Williamsburg, membership of CSA will be invited to our region for 
the 2019 symposium.  Co-chairs Kathy Mullet and Mary Gibson are working hard to insure we 
have a memorable event in Seattle, WA.  If either of them contact you for help, please do it! 
Working on a symposium is a great way to get involved; there are many tasks that need to be 
done – and some are not too time intensive.  Also consider submitting papers! 

Lastly, as announced in this issue, we lost a valuable member of our region recently.  The 
unexpected death of Shelley Rideout, former WR President, was a shock to many of us.  
Shelley was a dedicated person and passionate about textiles.  I always think of her as a 
calm force at our board meetings and programs.  -  Shelly Foote



"CCNA: Interwoven 
Radiance"

Portland Art Museum
Portland, OR

Spring Event: date TBD

"A Conversation
with Neal Barr"

Ventura, CA
February 24, 2018

Join us for a morning at the Museum of Ventura County for the new Neal Barr exhibit, "In 
High Style: The Photography of Neal Barr". Meet renowned photographer Neal Barr, a 
Ventura native, and enjoy an exhibition of iconic fashion and celebrity images created over a 
career spanning 50 years. 

As a special CSA event, we will have "A Conversation with Neal Barr", an interview with the 
photographer about his career in commercial and  fashion photography as well as  his 
passion for  collecting 1920s clothing. He is currently at press with his book featuring his 
photographs of that collection.  While at the museum, we will have an opportunity to view "In 
Style", a small exhibition featuring some of the 1960's-1980's costume from the museums 
collection. 

We will serve light refreshments, and after the event please enjoy Ventura's quaint 
restaurants and shops.  As most of you know, Ventura suffered one of the largest wildfires in 
California's history, and her small business were especially hurt by the loss of revenue while 
the wild fire raged and our town was inundated with smoke.  So please come visit our still 
beautiful town, enjoy a special event at the museum, a delicious lunch at one of Ventura's 
small restaurants, and some shopping in her fabulous artisanal, vintage and thrift shops.
Schedule:
  9:45-10:30 Registration & Coffee
10:30-11:30 Conversations with Neal Barr
11:30-12:30 View the Exhibit
  2:00 CSA WR Board Meeting



Lily Hope, Honoring our Teachers, Lineage Robe, 2017.

"Organized by Tlingit artist and weaver Lily 
Hope, this exhibition in the Museum’s 
Center for Contemporary Native Art will 
celebrate the artistic achievements and 
vitality of Chilkat and Ravenstail weavers of 
the Northwest Coast—illuminating the 
philosophy and ways of life for women 
weavers.”
https://portlandartmuseum.org/
exhibitions/ccna-interwoven-radiance/

Textile Arts Council Lecture:

"African-Print Textiles in 
Ghana: ‘Popular’ Fashion, 
Cosmopolitan Style"

February 10, 2018, 10:00 – 11:00 am
Koret Auditorium
De Young Museum
San Francisco, CA

For more information:
https://deyoung.famsf.org/calendar/textile-
arts-council-lecture-african-print-textiles-
ghana-popular-fashion-cosmopolitan

"Cosmopolitan Arabia: 
Exploring Cross-
Cultural Encounters 
through Dress and 



Adornment," by Alex 
Aubry
February 10, 2018, 1:30  – 3:30 am 
Koret Audtiorium
De Young Museum         
San Francisco, CA

For more information:
https://deyoung.famsf.org/calendar/
cosmopolitan-arabia-exploring-cross-
cultural-encounters-through-dress-and-
adornment-alex

San Francisco Tribal
& Textile Art Show 

February 8-11, 2018
Festival Pavilion, Fort Mason
San Francisco, CA

The 32nd annual San Francisco Tribal & Textile Art Show at Fort Mason Center for Arts & 
Culture is the leading arts fair showcasing the work of tribal cultures and indigenous peoples 
of the Americas, Asia, Oceania, Indonesia, Polynesia, the Middle East, and Africa. The 
featured country for 2018 is Australia. Two special exhibits featuring Australian aboriginal art 
are: “Australia — Defending the Oceans: The Art of Ghostnets” and “Power and Colour 
— An Introduction to Aboriginal Art: Celebrating the Artists, Their Communities, and 
Culture.” Another 2018 special exhibit is “Artful Weavings,” presented by antique rug and 
textile expert Peter Pap, features distinctive and rare antique nomadic and village rugs, as 
well South Persian Afshar tribal pieces, including rugs, saddlebags, and animal trappings.

The opening night gala takes place on Thursday, February 8, 2018, with an exclusive preview 
celebrating “Mateship” Australian-American cooperation from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

For more information:
http://sanfranciscotribalandtextileartshow.com



Julia Pennington Cronin, Curator of 
Collections and Exhibits, Turtle Bay 
Exploration Park, leads CSA-WR members 
through the Exhibit.

Heather Vaughan Lee and Mary Gibson 
discuss the exhibit.

TURTLE BAY EXPLORATION MUSEUM 
"Material Culture: Form, Function and Fashion"
Redding, CA  October 28-29, 2017

A Day in Fashionable Redding, CA and Beyond
October 28, 2017
by Jessica Dunlap and Naomi Arnst

The attendees had a wonderful California fall day filled with fashion and fun.  I am akin to the 
golden glow of a hot day in autumn and boy, did this one deliver!  We started out at Turtle Bay 
Exploration Park to see the museum's exhibit: "Material Culture: Form Function and Fashion". 
Our guide was the Curator of Collections Julia Pennington Cronin. The overall concept was 
“how human beings interact  with textiles all through history.”  Julia and Heather Vaughan 
Lee, former CSA-WR President and Curatorial Coordinator, Turtle Bay Exploration Park had 
put together a wonderful exhibit that displayed early garments through Victorian garments, 

then on to Iconic 20th and 21st century garments.  Alongside these wearable specimens were 
artifacts accompanying the garments both to create and enhance the experience.  I 
particularly liked the garments with the fancy embellishments and self-fabric trim.  There was 
also an interesting collection of modern textiles showing how these have been designed to 
achieve the best industrial and/or safety performance.  One of the local manufacturers was 
represented: Topstitch Manufacturing, a company that manufactures top quality emergency 
response, firefighter and paintball gear, all made in the U.S.A.

We also toured the adjacent Art Exposed exhibit: which is the permanent collection at Turtle 
Bay.  It is comprised of landscapes, abstract and multimedia.  This collection puts the viewer 



After a walk on the famous Sundial Bridge, 
we traveled to our last stop: the Redding 
Fashion Alliance, a resource based 
workshop space with business expertise to 
help grow artists of all ages and spark local 
commerce.  Besides teaching technique, 
they are fostering marketing skills with 
internet based businesses and local fashion 
events while at the same time welcoming 
individuals of all socio-economic 
backgrounds.  Jan Kerns and Robin Fator 
hosted us at their storefront while explaining 
the business model and how they have 
been able to obtain business grants to help 
them reach out to local job seekers and 
entrepreneurs. 
http://www.reddingfashionalliance.org

Redding Fashion Alliance

Jan Kerns and Robin Fator explain their 
business model in their communal space 
shared with other local artists.

Redding ANGELSTurtle Bay Angels Project

in touch with the region while intersecting a mid-century modern esthetic with pastoral feel.

The Exploration Center has the natural sciences covered with caves to explore, a salt water 
aquarium, and the river aquarium that contained my favorite: the resident beaver.

After lunch we toured the Museum’s stored collections, being able to examine both the Men’s 
and the Women’s day wear and fancy dress from late 1800’s to the early 1900’s. It is always 
a plus to see and hold these garments enabling us to further our knowledge of material 
culture.



Elise Yvonne Rousseau demonstrates 
proper storage methods with Angels 
Heather Vaughan Lee and Minjee Kim .

Turtle Bay Angels Project,  Redding, CA
October 29, 2017
by Minjee Kim

The next day, the Angels Project began with making what we called “sausages” and “batons” 
out of acid-free tissue papers and ethafoam tubes. We opened up old boxes, put aside the 
garments discarding all old tissue previously inserted to prevent creasing, and vacuumed the 
old boxes. The garments were newly folded in a way to minimize creasing and degradation, 
using the prepared sheets, sausages and batons, and then rehoused into the new or cleaned 
box. This project was led by Elise Yvonne Rousseau, principal conservator of the Art 
Conservation de Rigueur in San Francisco. Julia and her assistant, Heather Vaughan Lee
kept track of the collections’ records and new storage location. As Elise started to show us 
how to fold and rehouse with an embroidered kimono piece, I was greatly enlightened 
because I do the same for my collection of hanbok, the traditional Korean clothing. Since 
hanboks are structured two-dimensionally, Koreans never developed any hangers or hanging 
rods. Hanboks are folded flat and stored in boxes or chests. In this case, hanji, the traditional 
Korean paper which lasts over a thousand years plays the role of the tyvek sheet that Elise 
underlaid in the box. Another great learning was inserting sheets of paper and using 
sausages and batons when folding the garment. Koreans have customarily folded without 
using those, but by doing it, hanbok also can be better maintained. It was an invaluable 
experience for me. I wish to have more opportunity to practice this detailed work and I am 
already looking forward to the next program!

Thank you Bob, Monica, Julia and Heather!
The CSA Western Region would like to extend a huge thank you to Bob Henderson, 
President of Hollinger Metal Edge Inc. and his assistant Monica Maldonado for their continued 
support of our Angels Projects. Because of their extreme generosity in supplying materials, 
we have have been able to help re-house collections at the San Francisco Museum of 
Performance + Design in 2016 and the Turtle Bay Exploration Park Museum. Bob and Monica 
are truly Angels!

We would also like to extend very big thanks to Julia Pennington Cronin and Heather 



Vaughan Lee for all of the excellent preparation they did in order to host our event and 
allowing us to see so many wonderful pieces in their collection.

With sincere thanks to all from the Costume Society of America, Western Region. 

Announcing: JACK HANDFORD INTERN - 2018
Axelle Boyer has been selected as the Jack Handford Summer Inter for 2018. She is currently 
enrolled in the Ph.D. program in History of Art and Visual Culture at UCSanta Cruz, having 
previously graduated with a M.A. in Fashion Studies from Parsons School of Design. Her 
research interests include (but are not limited to) body adornment, style, and fashion of the 
African diaspora.

She has had several work experiences that prepare her for this internship, including being a 
curatorial intern at the Museum at FIT in 2016, laying groundwork for the Black Fashion 
Designers exhibition and symposium. More recently, she interned for Art Conservation de 
Rigueur, and was supervised by CSA-WR member Elise Yvonne Rousseau. 

She selected the internship project submitted by the Fashion Institute of Design and 
Merchandising (FIDM) in Los Angeles because it will provide an opportunity to learn more 
about conservation of fashion-focused paper-based materials. She will be supervised by 
Associate Curator Christina Johnson. 

We want to thank Lisa Verwys at the Museum of the Rockies (MOR) in Bozeman, Montana 
and Clara Berg at the Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI) in Seattle, Washington for 
submitting very worthy and interesting proposals.   

Congratualations, Axelle!

Shelley Rideout will be missed
It is with great sadness that we report on the untimely death of Shelley Rideout. Shelley was a 
Past President of the Western Region (2004-2006) and former Western Region Board 



Member (1998-2001, 2001-2004). Shelley was introduced to to CSA by a San Francisco 
State University faculty member while working on her M.A. in Museum Studies in the late 
1980's. She was "very happy to learn there was an organization devoted to the study and 
celebration of costume".

Shelley's clothing interests were many including 
teaching workshops on the care and preservation 
of vintage clothing and textiles, professional work 
in costuming, fashion design and retail as well 
as a special interest in Art Deco Fashion. She was 
also the co-author of the book Berkeley Bohemia:  
Artists and Visionaries of the Early 20th Century. 

On January 12, 2018, Shelley was struck down in 
a crosswalk in Berkeley on her way to volunteer at 
the Berkeley Historical Center. She was a calm 
and caring leader in our Region and will be 
missed. 

See what CSA-WR members are doing!

Dennis Wright, Costume Designer



    Drawing by James C. Christensen
             Source of inspiration

Costume rendering by Dennis Wright and 
photograph of completed costume for the 
Mysterious Man

At the end of 2017, Dennis Wright had the privilege of commemorating a fellow colleague by 
using his art as inspiration for his own designs for the recent production of Into the Woods at 
BYU where he teaches  Theatre and Media Arts. The costumes were all based on the artwork 
of the late artist James C. Christensen who was an amazing fantasy artist with a unique 
charm and whimsy to all of his work. He was also a professor at BYU for many years and just 
passed away last January.

"I had a wonderful time combining his sensibilities with my own and creating a really fun 
visual picture...I think it is a perfect fit for a play about fairy tales,” Wright said. “I had done a 
project based on his work before, but it was for my graduate thesis, so I didn’t have the 
chance to actually build it. Getting to build it as a whole show was really fun.”
For more on the past production:
http://arts.byu.edu/2017/11/costumes-inspired-james-c-christensen-come-life-woods

Barbara Belle Sloan, artist
Barbara Belle Sloan, CSA Board Member and Past-President of CSA-Western Region, retired 
from her position as Associate Director, Center for the Study of Regional Dress, Fowler 
Museum at UCLA in 2013.   Since retirement Barbara has returned to her hands-on creative 
pursuits.  A long-time woodblock print artist, Barbara has expanded her work to include 
weaving, using wefts made of tie-dye fabric and Japanese washi paper.  Combining her 
expertise in printmaking  with a love of textiles has made  her retirement extremely 
rewarding.  Spring, 2018, will be the fifth year Barbara’s work will be on display at MORYORK 
Gallery in Highland Park, CA.  For more information, visit her website: 
www.barbarabellesloan.com



Tinsel Trading Company is here! by Naomi Arnst

Though many of you may know the age old company from it's website 
www.tinseltrading.com or its long time store front in New York City, I am now blessed to 
have it in my backyard. Since I got into Costuming over 30 years ago, I have always loved 
real metal trim, whether it is on military uniforms, church vestments or fancy dress. Of course 
Tinsel Trading Company was always the first source that popped into my mind. But when you 
need something quickly to finish a project you are going to go to the closest or quickest 
solution. No longer a problem for us who live in the Bay Area because now the best is here!

Her grandfather started Marcia Ceppos' Company in 1933 in NYC and it was handed down to 
her when he passed away. It had always been a family business where she worked with her 
mother and her brothers. She took it over in 1989 and inherited an abundant amount of back-
stock that her grandfather had been collecting since the early 1900's. Marcia has been 
working with fashion designers, Broadway costume designers and life style gurus like Martha 
Stewart for decades.

In June of 2017, Marcia moved the storefront to it's new location on San Pablo Ave. in 
Berkeley, CA. The store is stocked with amazing metal trim, fringes, old-fashioned ribbons 
and ones with tinsel incorporated in the ribbon. There are also sewing notions of many sorts, 
lots of fun stationery and whimsical treasures. There are old-fashioned flower trims and other 
millinery supplies. If you're in the area, just go feast your eyes on all the fabulous stuff, then 
get those creative juices flowing and start guilding!
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