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We hope to see you in Portland this week for  

The Costume Society of America’s 

43rd Annual Meeting and Symposium 

May 29—June 4, 2017 

Westin Portland Harborview | Portland, Maine 

 

 
Enjoy a week’s activities of recent historic dress research findings through 
presentations, panel discussions, and exhibitions—including research, design and 
virtual exhibitions—in addition to professional development sessions and hands-on 
workshops. A silent auction and marketplace will be complemented with visits to 
local museums as well as opportunities to visit old friends and greet new members. 

 

http://costumesocietyamerica.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Schedule-at-a-Glance.pdf


 

The Midwest Region of CSA is thrilled to announce our annual symposium and 

meeting will be held in Cincinnati, OH 

October 19-21, 2017  

(Mark your calendars now!) 

 

Highlights include: 

- An opening reception at the Westin, with views of Cincinnati’s beautiful 

Fountain Square.  

- Tours at the Cincinnati Art Museum of the exhibition Iris van Herpen: 

Transforming Fashion and the museum’s costume storage.  

- Cocktail reception and tours at the University of Cincinnati of the fashion 

design collection, Bonnie Cashin collection, theatre costume storage, and 

Rapid Prototyping Center.  

- Opportunities for self-exploration of Cincinnati’s great food, drink, and 

cultural offerings. 

 

For more information about the symposium contact Cynthia Amnéus at 
cynthia.amneus@cincyart.org. 

 

Please SHARE this announcement with your students  
and / or other interested parties 

 

mailto:cynthia.amneus@cincyart.org


 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS – DUE JUNE 16, 2017 

 
The Midwest Region of the Costume Society of America seeks presentations of original 

research on the topic of fashion and technology. 
 
 
Topics: can include, but are not limited to, the influences of technological advances on 
design, textile and fashion influence on technology, environmental design, wearable 
technology, textile technology, use of technology in the production of fashion or 
textiles, use of technology in disseminating information about fashion/textiles and 
related topics. We encourage submissions related to all periods and geographic 
regions, including historical, contemporary and future technologies.  
 
Requirements: Proposals are invited for 20-minute oral presentations. Abstracts must 
be no longer than two typed, double-spaced pages, including notes and references. The 
top of the first page should include only the title (no names). All proposals should 
include a cover page with working title, name, address, telephone number, email 
address, and professional affiliation.  
 
We encourage submissions from a wide variety of backgrounds, including museum and 
academic professionals, independent researchers, costumers for theatre and 
reenactments, and students. Please identify student papers and current level of study 
on the cover page.  

 

Abstracts must be received by email no later than  

June 16, 2017 to Adam MacPharlain at adam.macpharlain@cincyart.org 

mailto:adam.macpharlain@cincyart.org


 

 

JURIED DESIGN EXHIBITION – DUE JUNE 16, 2017 

 

The Midwest Region of the Costume Society of America seeks submissions of  

creative work focused on technology and design. 

 

Submitted work should explore the use of technology as either process or product. 

Entries from a wide spectrum are encouraged. Work may evidence the use of laser 

cutting, digital textile printing, 3D printing etc. However, work developed with the aid of 

technology such as body scanning, 3D fit, digital pattern development/manipulation etc. 

is also encouraged. We welcome entries from a wide variety of designers and makers 

including those from theater, contemporary designers, educators, students, and re-

enactors.  

 

Requirements: Designers must be members of the Costume Society of America. No 

more than three entries will be considered from each participant. Work must have 

been completed within the last two years. Those with accepted work must attend the 

symposium.  

 

Process: Participants are to submit three digital images for each entry as follows: one 

full front view, one full back view and one detail; however, please adjust images based 

on the nature of the work yet three in total for each submission are required. 

• Save each image as a jpg only and save with a title as follows: LastName-

AbbreviatedTitle, for example Smith-BonedCorset.  



 

 Send one email for each submission to Michael Mamp at 

Michael.Mamp@cmich.edu, if images are large please send through 

Dropbox 
 

• Attach to the email a designer’s statement not to exceed 300 words that includes the 

title of the work and addresses inspiration, design process, and technique. 

 

 

To learn more about the symposium please visit the region’s 

webpage on CSA’s website. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Michael.Mamp@cmich.edu
http://costumesocietyamerica.com/regions/mw_home/events/


 
IN MEMORIUM: OUR COLLEAGUE, Dennis Brozynski  

 
The Costume Society of America lost a valued member and esteemed colleague late last year.  
Dennis Adam Brozynski, founder of Columbia College Chicago’s Fashion Design major, passed away  
on Monday, November 14, 2016. 
 

Dennis was instrumental in forming the Midwest Region of the Costume Society of America. He 

frequently retold with excitement the story of the small group of CSA members meeting in Beth 

Dunlap's Chicago home to create the official chapter.  Through the years, Dennis served on the Regional 

Board and National Board many times.  He served as co-coordinator of the 2002 National CSA Symposia 

in Chicago and was honored as co-recipient of the CSA Beth Dunlap Award in 2015. 

Dennis was a leader and visionary in curriculum development at Columbia College in Chicago. During his 

tenure, he developed and taught many of the courses in the Fashion Design major, which he founded in 

1989. In 2010, Dennis and then-faculty member Dianne Erpenbach were a driving force behind the 

creation and launch of Columbia’s current Fashion Studies Department. 

After serving for three years in the U.S. Navy in Vietnam, Dennis attended the Theater School at DePaul 

University and received his BFA from The School of the Art Institute of Chicago. His extensive creative 

and professional merits characterized what would become a distinguished career as an educator and 

designer. Before coming to Columbia, Dennis served as a graphic designer at the Chicago Board of 

Education; a menswear designer for Hart, Shaffner & Marx; Chair of the Fashion Department at the 

International Academy of Merchandising and Design; and a small business owner of his own label DAB. 

Dennis’ talents reached beyond design and into illustration and draping. Those who knew him speak 

highly of his collaborative nature, honesty, love for fashion and his impeccable sense of personal style. 

He was known for preparing his students for the creative challenges and opportunities that lie ahead 

with generosity and open-mindedness. 

Dennis will be greatly missed by many of his colleagues in the Fashion Studies Department and by all 

those who knew him. 

Donations may be presented to Columbia’s 

 Dennis Brozynski and Dianne Erpenbach Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.colum.edu/student-financial-services/create-a-plan/scholarships/dennis-brozynski-dianne-erpenbach.php


Dennis Brozynski Eulogy 
 

By Dianne Erpenbach 

 

Sympatico – that was the word that Dennis often used to describe our professional and 

personal relationship over the 35 years I worked with him.  That mutual understanding of each 

other served us well since we were an unlikely partnership.   

He was from the south side of Chicago; I was a farm girl from central Illinois.  He was raised 

Catholic, I was Methodist.  He was gay, I am straight.  He was an artist, I am a manager.  He 

liked to wear leather, I wore silk.  He viewed life as a glass half empty, I viewed life as a glass 

half full, especially with a bottle of Johnny Walker Red Scotch between us!! 

The commonality between us was based on deep respect for each other’s differences and 

similarities.  We were both passionate about making educational decisions that would be in the 

best interest of our students. As a result, we collaboratively developed curriculum that blended 

the arts and business through methods of experiential teaching that included theory and 

practice for fashion design and fashion business students.  We were most successful in 

accomplishing this by visiting and researching fashion centers in New York and Europe. Those 

tours provided a bonding that cemented and enhanced both our personal and professional 

efforts.  Our findings were incorporated into the curriculum after very lively brainstorming 

sessions and enthusiastic support from the administration at that time. 

I miss a best friend -- his robust laughter, intellect, creativity, caustic critiques, his singing and 

dancing (best dance partner ever), our Sympatico, and his unconditional love. 

Denny, 

May you rest in everlasting peace 

All my love, 

Dee Dee 



 

Call for Nominations 

The Beth Dunlap Award 

The Midwestern Region is now accepting nominations for The Beth Dunlap Award to be 
presented at the regional Fall Symposium, FASHION AND TECHNOLOGY, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, October 19 -21, 2017. Nominations should be sent by electronic mail to Irene 
Romaniw  

Deadline for nominations is JULY 15. See the CSA webpage for more details 

The Beth Dunlap Award may be offered to a person who has made contributions worthy 
of the highest commendation and the achievements will have continued importance. 
Qualifications for nomination should include: governance involvement, scholarly 
contribution, long term regional support and/or service as a mentor.      

PAST WINNERS 
2011  

Virginia Gerseny 
Laurel Wilson 

 
2012  

Joan Severa 
Jane Farrell- Beck 
Trish Cunningham 

 
2013  

 Elizabeth Jachimowicz 
 

2014  
Sally Helvenston-Gray 

 
2015  

 Dianne Erpenbach 
Dennis Brozynski 

 
2016  

No nominations 

http://www.google.com/recaptcha/mailhide/d?k=01k4Jk8UCjpDluyhMqicSvBA==&c=0RW7get4mII9TCTDb6mltycDojGiRBprPZ6cPRbdt_A=
http://www.google.com/recaptcha/mailhide/d?k=01k4Jk8UCjpDluyhMqicSvBA==&c=0RW7get4mII9TCTDb6mltycDojGiRBprPZ6cPRbdt_A=
http://costumesocietyamerica.com/regions/mw_home/student-scholarships/


Who is Beth Dunlap? 

Beth Dunlap was one of the founding members of the Midwestern Region. A fashion 

illustrator and artist, she passed away in 2009. CSA Western Region member, Inez 

Brooks-Myers remembers her here. 

IN MEMORIUM: OUR COLLEAGUE, BETH DUNLAP (2009) 

By Inez Brooks-Myers, with thanks to Trish Cunningham for sharing the early 

information on Beth’s life. Used with permission from the CSA Western Region SPRING 

2009 Newsletter  

Beth was one of the founding members of the Midwestern Region. Beth was married 

to Chicago architect William Dunlap; they had two sons, David who lives in New York 

City and Bruce who lives in San Francisco. Educated at the Chicago Fine Arts Academy, 

Beth worked as a fashion illustrator for Gimbel’s Department Store and was the 

Women’s Wear Daily artist in the Midwest from 1945-1951. She also did drawings for 

the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry, the Milwaukee Public Museum, the 

Fashion Institute of Technology and the de Young Museum. Two covers for the CSA 

Directory were designed using her art work that encompassed a combination of 

techniques: drawing and collage. Beth decided to move to San Francisco in 2000, and 

took up residence in The Sequoias retirement community. When she moved, she 

brought her studio and research materials with her. She established a small studio for 

herself within walking distance of The Sequoias. Beth had long had an interest in ethnic 

dress. Her last exhibition of her work was for her fellow residents in her San Francisco 

retirement community. She remained supportive of the field of costume. Her friends in 

the Midwestern and Western Regions honor her good sense of humor and her 

generosity in opening doors to make things happen. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



In Grand Fashion 
 

This past year’s annual regional symposium was held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

from September 15 – 17, 2016 

 

The conference kicked off with a reception in the historic Ferris Building at Kendall 

College of Art & Design. We were then graciously hosted by the Grand Rapids 

Public Museum which included a tour their new, spacious and modern storage 

facility with GRPM collections curator, Andrea Melvin. Ms. Melvin also provided 

members with a presentation and special look at the Museum’s collection.  

 

Featured presenters included Michael Hauser and Suzanne Eberle speaking on “20th 

Century Retail in Grand Rapids & Detroit” and “Contemporary Artists and the 

Power of Fashion & Sartorial Symbols”. Other highlights included: a viewing the 

GRPM and KCAD’s collaborative exhibition Inspired Style as well as tours of the 

Meyer May House (by Frank Lloyd Wright) and the newly renovated Gerald Ford 

Presidential Museum to see the esteemed Betty Ford Collection. Extras include 

lunch at the historic Women’s City Club and opportunities to view ArtPrize, Grand 

Rapids’ annual radically open international art competition.  

 

The conference saw 44 attendees (34 members, 11 non-members and 7 students). 

The silent auction raised exactly $600 to be used to in support the recipient of the 

Otto Thieme Internship Scholarship winner. 

 

GRPM costume collection (left) 

Former First Lady, Betty Ford’s wardrobe at the Gerald Ford Presidential Library and Museum (right)

http://www.grpm.org/
http://www.grpm.org/
http://meyermayhouse.steelcase.com/
https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/
https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/
http://www.artprize.org/


  

Displays at the Grand Rapids Public Museum

  

Meyer May House  

 

Modern bronze case fibulae by Chehallis Robinson  (left) 

Semi-reclining nude by Karen LaMonte and bronze glove by Andre Breton (right)



 
 

Please check all links and mentions to be sure your school or 

institution is listed correctly. If not, please contact Petra Slinkard at 

petra.slinkard@gmail.com with the news, updates or changes. 
 

 

 

 

http://costumesocietyamerica.com/national-symposia/proceedings/
mailto:petra.slinkard@gmail.com

