
It is a great honor to represent 

the region as your president. I 

am grateful for the supportive 

presidents who came before 

and thank Barbara Trout for her 

devoted service during her 

term. Many congratulations to 

Andrea Melvin and Sally Hel-

venston Gray and their team for 

the wonderful regional symposi-
um in Grand Rapids. It was a 

delight to share that enriching 

weekend with you. 

 
For those who do not yet know 

me, I am tied to this region by 

birth (North Canton, OH), 

education (The University of 

Chicago and The School of the 

Art Institute of Chicago) and 

employment. I teach in the Fash-

ion Department at the School of 

the Art Institute and am the 

Assistant Director of our study 

collection, the Fashion Resource 

Center. I had the pleasure to 

meet many of you when Chica-
go hosted the regional meeting 

in 2013 and I am eager to see 

many of you in Cincinnati in 

October.  

Joining CSA brought me the 

great joy of meeting other peo-

ple who feel as passionately as I 

do about costume studies, dress 

exhibitions, and fashion educa-

tion. To be able to learn from 

your vast knowledge and share 

that which I have, has been edi-

fying and rewarding. To now be 

in the position to help this com-
munity thrive, grow, and 

strengthen our common bonds, 

is a responsibility I take on with 

great enthusiasm. 

 
Our region is strong in its ex-

panse and stability and welcom-

ing in its communities and cul-

tures. I hope in these next two 

years to help explore the 

strengths of our region and how 

to involve an expanded variety 

of people and interests. I also 

hope to help with some regional 

housecleaning by updating the 

bylaws with the assistance of 

the Board – I will be reaching 
out for the input of the mem-

bership this fall. 

A Message from the President 

Midwest Region Symposium 2017: Cincinnati, Ohio  

The region is thrilled to an-

nounce that this year’s Regional 

Symposium will be held at the  

Cincinnati Art Museum from 

October 19-21, 2017. 

Highlights will include: 

• Tours of the exhibition, Iris van 

Herpen: Transforming Fashion, as 

well as the costume storage.  

 

• An opening reception at the 

Westin, with view’s of Cincin-

nati’s beautiful Fountain Square. 

• Cocktail reception at the Uni-

versity of Cincinnati and tours 

of the fashion design collection, 

Bonnie Cashin Collection, thea-

ter costume storage and Rapid 

Prototyping Center.  

For more information please visit 

our regional website at  

 
http://costumesocietyamerica.com/

regions/mw_home/events/  

 
We look forward to seeing you 

there!! 
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Special points of 

interest: 

 Message from the Presi-

dent 

 Update from National 

Symposium 

 Ways to get involved  

with the region 

 Future calls for research 

 Even more! 
As many of you shared personally 

or may have read in the National 

newsletter, we lost member Den-

nis Brozynski this past year. He 

was a stalwart servant of this 

region from its very beginnings 

and we will remember him and 

his contributions together at our 

symposium this coming fall. 

  
Please do contact me with any 

and all fantastic ideas, personal 

concerns, and interest in becom-

ing more involved in regional 

affairs. 

  

Truly, 

Caroline Bellios 



Update from the National Symposium:  

The national meeting and symposium in Portland, Maine was a wonderful event that featured many of our Mid-

west region members. Forty-eighty members of the Midwest region were in attendance and they made their 

presence felt through numerous presentations and panels. There were four professional development sessions 

which featured our members. Sara Marcketti (Iowa State University) joined Phyllis Tortora and Wendy Fuller to 

lead a workshop on the academic publishing process, while Jean Druesedow (Kent State Museum) was joined by 

Mary Gibson to present Tips and Techniques for Effective Oral Presentations. Additionally, Andrea Melvin (Grand 

Rapids Museum) was part of a five person panel that discussed CSA technology and social media promotion. 

Finally, Caroline Bellios (The School of the Art Institute of Chicago), Petra Slinkard (Chicago Historical Society) 

and José Blanco (Dominican University) were joined by Ariele Elia to present their workshop, Expanding the 

Wardrobe: Diversity in Costume Communities and Exhibitions.  
 

There were nine juried papers and three juried exhibits presented by fifteen of our Midwest members. The top-

ics ranged from José Blanco and Raúl Vázquez-López’s (Pearson Higher Education) Tropicalizing the Latin Ameri-

can Female Body at the Miss Universe Pageant’s Parade of Nations to Jean Parsons and Sara Marcketti’s “Fast and 

Clever Workers:” Channeling Fashion through Sketch and Style Services, along with seven other wonderful papers. 

Two of our members were recognized for their excellent research by the Betty Kirke Award. Kelly Reddy-Best 

(Iowa State University) was a Betty Kirke Award Finalist for her paper, Is This What a Lesbian Looks Like? The 

Representation, Shifting Sensibilities, and Resistance to Lesbian Style and Imagery, while Claire Nicholas (University of 

Nebraska) was the winner of the award for her paper, Dress, Gender, and Revolution in Twentieth-Century Morocco.  
Of the seventeen finalists in the juried design exhibition, ten were from designers in the Midwest region. These 

ten finalists represented Kent State University, Central Michigan University and Iowa State University. The piec-

es were outstanding and they did an amazing job representing the depth of talent in our region.  
 

The program in Portland was marvelously organized and implemented. All the members of CSA were treated to 

a variety of events, presentations and programs that were both enriching and entertaining. If you were unable to 

attend then we hope to see you in Cincinnati, Ohio in October 2017 or in Williamsburg, Virginia in March 2018.  
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We would like to highlight the many collections, museums, organizations and 

individual members that make up our region in an effort to both educate our 

members on the resources available to them and to encourage the development of 

professional and personal relationships with our colleagues and neighbors. In this 

issue, we will be introducing the Textile Museum of Canada. The Textile Museum 

of Canada (TMC) is the only museum in Canada that explores ideas and builds cultural 

understanding through the universally relevant media of textiles. Located in the heart 

of downtown Toronto, the Museum’s permanent collection spans nearly 2,000 years 

and consists of more than 13,000 artifacts. A leader in the digitization of collections 

and interactive environments, the TMC has been recognized the world over for 

innovation in the development of landmark educational, research and creative 

initiatives. The museum is open daily from 11:00am-5:00pm and until 8:00pm on 

Wednesdays.  

COLLECTION/MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Unmarried young woman’s formal kimono (furisode) Early 20th 

century. Gift of Fred Braida, T85.0848  



 Are you interested in learning more about the Midwest Region but are unsure where to begin?  A great way 

to learn about the region’s members and organizations is to serve as a member of one of our numerous 

committees. The membership committee is currently looking for volunteers to assist in CSA’s ongoing 

membership drive. This is a great opportunity to get to know the region’s current members and help us 

engage with new individuals and organizations that will enrich our organization.  Perhaps you would like our 

membership get to know you, your collection or organization better. Please consider leading a regional meet

-up. We would love to see your exhibit, theater production or design studio. Lastly, the newsletter 

committee is always looking for people to serve as reporters in their state to help keep the membership 

informed of events and news that would be of interest to the region.  For more information on these or any 

other opportunities to become a more active member of the Midwest Region please contact any of the 

Regional Officers or Board Members listed below. We look forward to getting to know you! 

GETTING INVOLVED IN YOUR REGION 

MIDWEST REGION OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President 

Past President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer  

Board Members 

    Class of 2017 

 

 

    Class of 2018 

 

 

    Class of 2019 

 

 

Historian 

Otto Thieme Internship  

Membership  

Beth Dunlap Award  

Student Travel Grant  

Newsletter 

Webmaster  

 

Caroline Bellios 

Barbara Trout 

Petra Slinkard 

Adam MacPharlain 

Cynthia Amnéus 

 

Carmen Keist 

Leslie Littell 

Michael Mamp 

Wendy Goldstein 

Kelly Richardson 

Diana Saiki 

Leslie Bellais 

Adam MacPharlain 

Andrea Melvin 

Trish Cunningham 

Anne Braaten 

Michael Mamp 

Irene Romaniw 

Carmen Keist 

Marlise Schoeny 

Andrea Melvin 

 

312-629-6731  

402-770-6256 

312-799-2070 

859-200-2320 

513-639-2943 

 

309-298-2052 

248-853-3379 

989-774-6595 

614-209-8975 

812-855-4627 

765-285-2293 

608-264-6551 

859-200-2320 

616-929-1808 

614-445-6657 

701-361-8018 

989-774-6595 

204-663-7906 

309-298-2052 

614-292-3090 

616-929-1808 

 
 

cbellios@saic.edu 

btrout1@unl.edu 

slinkard@chicagohistory.org 

adam_macpharlain@yahoo.com 

cynthia.amneus@cincyart.org 

 

cn-Keist@wiu.edu 

littell@oakland.edu 

micahel.mamp@cmich.edu 

goldstein.192@osu.edu 

ksrichar@indiana.edu 

desaiki@bsu.edu 

leslie.bellais@wisconsinhistory.org 

adam_macpharlain@yahoo.com 

amelvin@grmuseum.org 

cunningham.190@osu.edu 

ann.braaten@ndsu.edu 

micahel.mamp@cmich.edu 

i_romaniw@yahoo.ca 

cn-Keist@wiu.edu 

Schoeny.6@osu.edu 

amelvin@grmuseum.org 
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The co-chairs of the Regional 

Symposium in Cincinnati are 

currently looking for volun-

teers to assist with the planning 

and implementation of the 

meeting.  

Volunteers are needed to assist 

with the registration table, the 

silent auction, research abstract 

review and design exhibition 

review.  

You do not have to live in Cin-

cinnati in order to help organ-

ize the symposium! Help make 

this meeting a success by con-

tacting Adam MacPharlain or 

Cynthia Amnéus and inquiring as 

to how you can help.  

 

adam.macpharlain@cincyart.org 

cynthia.amneus@cincyart.org 

This symposium celebrates 

dress studies as a catalyst to 

wider communities of learning, 

research, and creative explora-

tion. We forge new connec-

tions as dress studies connects 

across time, profession, and 

interest. We manufacture 

knowledge by “making” intel-

lectual connections with other 
disciplines and “making” physi-

cal connections between cloth-

ing and the hands/body that 

create it. 

 

The 44th Annual Meeting and 

Symposium of the Costume 

Society of America will be held 

at the Williamsburg Lodge and 

Conference Center in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

from March 13th to March 16, 

2018. 

 

The theme of the symposium is 
Making Connections: Manufactur-

ing Knowledge Through Dress 

Studies.  

 

The deadline for the sub-

mission of abstracts and 

the juried design exhibition 

is August 7th, 2018. Please 

note that this deadline is earlier 

than is usual due to the sympo-

sium being held in March.  

 

Visit the CSA website for more 

information. 

 

 

Volunteers Needed 

National Symposium 2018: Williamsburg, VA 

Changes on the Board 

their continued service to the 

region.  

 

Due to the demands of Petra’s 

new role as Vice President, she 

has needed to hand over the 

responsibility of publishing our 

regional newsletter. This initiat-

ed a series of changes to the 

officer positions. Marlise 

Schoeny resigned from Secre-

tary and was appointed to 

Newsletter and Adam Mac-

Pharlain was then appointed to 

the role of Secretary. Addition-

ally, Petra relinquished her role 

of Webmaster which will now 

be the responsibility of Andrea 

Melvin. If you are interested in 

serving on the Board, elections 

will be held this fall for the 

class of 2020. Please contact 

Barbara Trout to nominate a 

colleague or self-nominate.  

btrout1@unl.edu 

The Midwest Board recently 

elected Petra Slinkard Vice 

President of the region. The 

board chose from two excel-

lent candidates, Petra and Car-

men Keist. Both Petra and 

Carmen have passionately 

served the region for a number 

of years and have contributed 

not only their time and energy, 
but have also continually added 

to the depth of knowledge in 

the field of costume history.  

We thank both candidates for 
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Minaret Dress, 1995 
Issey Miyake 

Cincinnati Art Museum 

 

Petra Slinkard 



Future newsletters will feature 

more in-depth coverage of 

exhibitions, classes, theatre 

productions, etc. that are hap-

pening in each state/province 

within the Midwest Region, but 

this issue will highlight three 

institutions, including the St. 

Louis Museum of Art which has 

three exhibitions open this 
summer which feature costume 

and textile artifacts.  

 

T h e  H a t s  o f  S t e p h e n 

Jones presents a selection of 

eight hats designed by contem-

porary British milliner Stephen 

Jones. Interspersed throughout 

the Museum's collection, the 

installation reveals a novel ap-

proach to connecting art and 

contemporary fashion. It is on 

view from April 21-September 

4, 2017. 

 

Cross-Pollination: Flowers in 18th-

Century European Porcelain and 

Textiles, features an interdisci-

plinary look at the dialogue 

between fashionable goods, 

nature, and natural science in 

the 18th century. It is on dis-

play from May 26-November 

26, 2017.  

Lastly, Reigning Men: Fashion in 

Menswear, 1715-2015 explores 

the history of men's fashionable 

dress from the eighteenth cen-

tury to the present and re-

examines the all-too-frequent 

equation of "fashion" with 

"femininity." It is on display 

from June 25-September 17, 

2017.  

 

A group is currently working 

on organizing a meet-up of 

CSA members to attend these 

exhibits this summer. Look for 

updates in your e-mail for 

forthcoming details! 

See more than 100 years of 

fashion unveiled through twen-

ty-six unique garments dating 

from 1880 to 1991. From stun-

ning haute couture evening 

gowns to everyday wear, this 

amazing collection of women's 

clothing was purchased and 

worn by six generations of the 

Roddis family of Marshfield, 
Wisconsin. It is both a time 

capsule of American fashion 

and a remarkable story about 

individual expression and taste 

set against the backdrop of a 

The Roddis Collection: American 

Style and Spirit, will be on view 

from June 11-Septmeber 17, 

2017 at the Museum of Wis-

consin Art in West Bend, Wis-

consin. This exhibit was origi-

nally showcased at the Henry 

Ford Museum, and Wisconsin 

is its only other destination. 

The corresponding publication, 
American Style and Spirit: Fash-

ions and Lives of the Roddis Fami-

ly, 1850–1995, was the winner 

of the  2017 Millia Davenport 

Award.  

small town in Wisconsin . 

While you’re there, you should 

also check out two other ex-

hibits featuring costume. 
Florence Eiseman: Designing 

Childhood for the American Cen-

tury and Contemporary Threads: 

Wisconsin Fashion.  

St. Louis Museum of Art: Upcoming Exhibitions 

Museum of Wisconsin Art:  Exhibition 

Star Wars and the Power of Costume 

The exhibition will be on view 

at the Cincinnati Museum Cen-

ter from now through October 

1, 2017. This will be the only 

venue in our Midwest Region 

where this exhibit 

will be featured.  

 

Iconic costumes from “a galaxy 

far, far away” are presented in 

the Smithsonian traveling exhi-

bition Star Wars™ and the Pow-

er of Costume. Presenting more 

than 60 of the finest hand-

crafted costumes featured in all 

seven films in the Star Wars 

saga, the exhibition uncovers 

the challenges, the intricate 
processes and the remarkable 

artistry of George Lucas, the 

concept artists and costume 

designers. 

"The moment that the 

actress Carrie 

Fisher appears on screen 

in the slave bikini, 

something clicks between 

the character and the 

audience—you make an 

immediate judgment that 

you didn’t make before, 

and you see a side of her 

which has not been 

seen .” 
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Dress. Cotton/rayon, 

sheared beaver, metal 
belt, c. 1934; From the 
collections of The Henry 

Ford Museum, photo by 
Gillian Bostock Ewing, 

copyright Jane Bradbury  

http://www.stephenjonesmillinery.com/


 

 

Given that one of the interests of CSA is the study of history, we 

thought it would be fun to feature excerpts from past newsletters. The 

Midwest Region Archives have a fairly complete collection of our news-

letters and we look forward to sharing bits and pieces of them with you 

in future issues.  

In this issue, we are reprinting parts of the first article that appeared in 

the very first issue of what was then the Region III Newsletter. Please 

enjoy this look back into our region’s past. 

 

4. Region 3 will have a newsletter, 

edited by VIRGINIA GERSENY. 

5. Region 3 anticipates one official 

business meeting during the fall 

season of each year. (It is under-

stood that other events such as 

gallery display openings will be des-

ignated as part of each year’s pro-

gram for Region 3.) 

6. A program committee of 3 persons, 
SANDRA ADAMS, DENNIS BRO-

ZYNSKI and SANDY SCHREIER, 

was appointed to plan the schedule 

of next several years’ events in Re-

gion 3.   

 

 

Forty founding mothers and fathers met on 

August 28 at the Western Reserve Historical 

Society in Cleveland, Ohio, to bring into be-

ing a new region of the Costume Society of 

America. With the guidance of BARRY 

BRADLEY, who grasped firmly in both hands 

a copy of the Society’s guide for formations 

of regional groups, the group came to seven 

conclusions, properly moved, discussed and 

passed, during the 150 historic moments 

between one p.m. and three-thirty p.m. 

1. The group petitioned  the Board of the 

Costume Society of America to grant 

the right to organize as Region 3 of the 

Society. 

2. A committee of 5, and 2 alternate mem-

bers, were nominated by the group to 

prepare a slate of Regional Board Mem-

bers. Members of the nominating com-

mittee were PATRICIA CUNNING-

HAM, MEL GERSNEY, PEGGY GILFOY, 

EDWARD PROXMARER, and JOAN 

SEVERA. Alternates were DENNIS 

BROZYNSKI and CYNTHIA PETRUS. 

3. The nominating committee was instruct-

ed to stagger the terms of the Regional 

Board Members so that each year one 

third of the Board would retire 

Foundations Laid (September, 1982: Volume 1, Issue 1) 

From the Archives 

http://costumesocietyamerica.com/

regions/mw_home/mw_leadership/ 


