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Call for Papers  
 

The Midwest on Stage & Screen 
 

Annual Symposium and Meeting 
 

October 22-24, 2015—Madison, Wisconsin 
 

 

The Midwest Region of the Costume Society of America seeks original presentations exploring 

the relationship between the Midwest and film, theater, and television, with an emphasis placed 

on costume or other dress.  Potential topics could include regional costume design and native 

designers, actors and actresses that have called the Midwest home or portrayals of the Midwest 

in various media. Consideration can be given to what makes contributions from the Midwest to 

the world of screen and stage regionally unique, or how the region has provided distinct 

influences to clothing for performance either past or present. 

 

Also considered are original and scholarly presentations on topics related to historical and 

contemporary fashion, local or global.  Themes could cover, but are not limited to, design, 

production, or consumption of all manners of dress. 

 

Proposals are invited for 20-minute oral presentations.  Abstracts must be no Requirements:  

longer than two typed, double-space pages, including notes and references.  The top of the first 

page should include only the title (no names).  All proposals should include a cover page with 

working title, name, address, telephone number, email address, and professional affiliation. 

 

The organizers encourage papers from established professionals, early career scholars, 

independent researchers, garment makers, and students.  Please identify student papers on the 

cover page. 

 

 

 

Abstracts are due by May 15, 2015  

Send to Leslie Bellais 

leslie.bellais@wisconsinhistory.org 

 

 
 

mailto:leslie.bellais@wisconsinhistory.org
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Call for Nominations 

The Beth Dunlap Award 

The Midwestern Region is now accepting nominations for The Beth Dunlap Award to be presented at the 
regional Fall Symposium in Madison Wisconsin, October 23-24, 2015.  

The Beth Dunlap Award may be offered to a person who has made contributions worthy of the highest 
commendation and the achievements will have continued importance. Qualifications for nomination should 
include: governance involvement, scholarly contribution, long term regional support and/or service as a 
mentor.  

Nominations should be sent by electronic mail to Irene Romaniw (i_romaniw@yahoo.ca) 
Deadline for submission of nominations is August 31, 2015 

 

Who is Beth Dunlap? 
Beth Dunlap was one of the founding members of the Midwestern Region. A fashion illustrator and artist, 
she passed away in 2009. CSA Western Region member, Inez Brooks-Myers remembers her here. 
 

IN MEMORIUM: OUR COLLEAGUE, BETH DUNLAP (2009) 
By Inez Brooks-Myers, with thanks to Trish Cunningham for sharing the early information on Beth’s life. Used 
with permission from the CSA Western Region SPRING 2009 Newsletter  
 
It is with deep sadness that I report the death of a devoted CSA member, Beth Dunlap. Beth was one of the 
founding members of the Midwestern Region. Trish Cunningham recounted a lovely buffet dinner Beth 
hosted at her home before the region’s inaugural symposium in Chicago. Beth was married to Chicago 
architect William Dunlap; they had two sons, David who lives in New York City and Bruce who lives in San 
Francisco. Their Chicago apartment was wonderful, recalls Joan Severa, another Midwestern Region member. 
It was styled with a wall of exotic wood hiding closets with doors opening out seamlessly from the wall. The 
apartment on Lincoln Park overlooked the zoo from which Beth could at times hear lions roar. Joan said that 
Beth often invited CSA members to stay with her in Chicago if they were doing research or visiting collectors or 
exhibitions; “Beth was a generous hostess.” Educated at the Chicago Fine Arts Academy, Beth worked as a 
fashion illustrator for Gimbel’s Department Store and was the Women’s Wear Daily artist in the Midwest from 
1945-1951. She also did drawings for the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry, the Milwaukee Public 
Museum, the Fashion Institute of Technology and the de Young Museum. Two covers for the CSA Directory 
were designed using her art work that encompassed a combination of techniques: drawing and collage. Beth 
decided to move to San Francisco in 2000, and took up residence in The Sequoias retirement community. 
When she moved, she brought her studio and research materials with her. She established a small studio for 
herself within walking distance of The Sequoias. Beth had long had an interest in ethnic dress. Her last 
exhibition of her work was for her fellow residents in her San Francisco retirement community. She remained 
supportive of the field of costume. Her friends in the Midwestern and Western Regions will miss Beth, her 
good sense of humor and her generosity in opening doors to make things happen. 
 

http://www.google.com/recaptcha/mailhide/d?k=01k4Jk8UCjpDluyhMqicSvBA==&c=0RW7get4mII9TCTDb6mltycDojGiRBprPZ6cPRbdt_A=
mailto:i_romaniw@yahoo.ca
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CSA Mini-Meet-up  
An invitation from your Vice President, Caroline Bellios 

 

National are quickly approaching, but would you like to see some of your Midwest CSA colleagues even 
sooner? Or perhaps you cannot make it to San Antonio this year, but would still enjoy some CSA camaraderie?  
Come have a drink and see a film about three Italian master tailors! 
 

Event: Men of Cloth, a film screening and Q&A with the director 

Date: Thursday May 7, meet any time after 6:30 pm, screening at 7:30 pm 

Location: Landmark Century Centre Cinema 2828 N Clark St, Chicago, IL, 60657, meet CSA members in the Century Bar 

for a drink before the show  

http://www.landmarktheatres.com/chicago/century-centre-cinema/the-century-bar 

Cost: $13, this is crowd sourced event, so tickets must be bought in advance for the screening to 

happen https://www.tugg.com/events/15234 

Point Person: Caroline Bellios - email cbellios@saic.edu so I know to expect you 

Care to see the trailer? https://vimeo.com/68634004 

Who would like to join me? Please feel free to invite non-CSA, pro-costume/fashion friends, and students! This is a great 
way to introduce new people to CSA. 
 
Is there an event (exhibition, lecture, walk-through, etc.) in your city where you would like to meet-up with other CSA 
members?  
If so, email me with the five pieces of information above, and I will put together an announcement for the region. 

 

 

Going to Nationals in San Antonio? 

Check out the schedule here. 

http://www.costumesocietyamerica.com/CSA-2015-

brochure.pdf 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Do you have news you’d like to share with the region? 

please email petra.slinkard@gmail.com 

http://www.landmarktheatres.com/chicago/century-centre-cinema/the-century-bar
https://www.tugg.com/events/15234
mailto:cbellios@saic.edu
https://vimeo.com/68634004
http://www.costumesocietyamerica.com/CSA-2015-brochure.pdf
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