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We hope to see you in Cleveland for  

The Costume Society of America’s 

42nd Annual Meeting & Symposium 

The Full Cleveland 

May 24- 29, 2016 

Wyndham Cleveland at Playhouse Square, Cleveland, Ohio 

Hosted by Gayle Strege and Marlise Schoeny, Symposium Co-Chairs 

Barbara Trout, President, Midwestern Region 

Enjoy a week’s activities of recent historic dress research findings through presentations, 

panel discussions, and exhibitions—including research, design and virtual exhibitions—in 

addition to professional development sessions and hands-on workshops. A silent auction 

and marketplace will be complemented with visits to local museums as well as opportunities 

to visit old friends and greet new members. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Fashion writer Teri Agins will be in Cleveland to discuss her latest book, Hijacking the Runway, How 

Celebrities are Stealing the Spotlight from Fashion Designers 

Agins is a freelance writer and the “Ask Teri” columnist at The Wall Street Journal. She also has 

written for Vogue, Essence, Town & Country, Fortune and Harper’s Bazaar. Teri is a popular lecturer 

and has been a TV guest on “Oprah”, “Project Runway”, “The View,” “Full Frontal Fashion,” “The 

Today Show,” CNN, CNBC and Fox Business News. 
 
 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Hijacking-Runway-Celebrities-Spotlight-Designers/dp/1592408141
http://www.amazon.com/Hijacking-Runway-Celebrities-Spotlight-Designers/dp/1592408141
http://costumesocietyamerica.com/national-symposia/proceedings/
https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=CSA2&WebCode=EventDetail&evt_key=d2d1f64a-39c3-4f21-96fd-7593f8fe2704


 

 

 

We need your help!  

We will need folks to help with the registration table, silent auction, and 

helping conduct concurrent sessions—being time keepers etc.  

Please contact region president, Barbara Trout btrout1@unl.edu with 

questions or for placement. 
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Call for Nominations 

The Beth Dunlap Award 

The Midwestern Region is now accepting nominations for The Beth Dunlap Award to be 
presented at the regional Fall Symposium, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, In Grand Fashion 
September 16 - 17, 2016. 

The Beth Dunlap Award may be offered to a person who has made contributions worthy of the 
highest commendation and the achievements will have continued importance. Qualifications 
for nomination should include: governance involvement, scholarly contribution, long term 
regional support and/or service as a mentor.  

Nominations should be sent by electronic mail to Irene Romaniw  
Deadline for submission of nominations is June 30, 2016 

See the CSA webpage for more details 

 

Who is Beth Dunlap? 

Beth Dunlap was one of the founding members of the Midwestern Region. A fashion 

illustrator and artist, she passed away in 2009. CSA Western Region member, Inez Brooks-

Myers remembers her here. 

IN MEMORIUM: OUR COLLEAGUE, BETH DUNLAP (2009) 

By Inez Brooks-Myers, with thanks to Trish Cunningham for sharing the early information on 

Beth’s life. Used with permission from the CSA Western Region SPRING 2009 Newsletter  

Beth was one of the founding members of the Midwestern Region. Beth was married to 

Chicago architect William Dunlap; they had two sons, David who lives in New York City and 

Bruce who lives in San Francisco. Educated at the Chicago Fine Arts Academy, Beth worked as a 

fashion illustrator for Gimbel’s Department Store and was the Women’s Wear Daily artist in the 

Midwest from 1945-1951. She also did drawings for the Chicago Museum of Science and 

Industry, the Milwaukee Public Museum, the Fashion Institute of Technology and the de Young 

Museum. Two covers for the CSA Directory were designed using her art work that encompassed 

a combination of techniques: drawing and collage. Beth decided to move to San Francisco in 

2000, and took up residence in The Sequoias retirement community. When she moved, she 

http://www.google.com/recaptcha/mailhide/d?k=01k4Jk8UCjpDluyhMqicSvBA==&c=0RW7get4mII9TCTDb6mltycDojGiRBprPZ6cPRbdt_A=
http://costumesocietyamerica.com/regions/mw_home/student-scholarships/


brought her studio and research materials with her. She established a small studio for herself 

within walking distance of The Sequoias. Beth had long had an interest in ethnic dress. Her last 

exhibition of her work was for her fellow residents in her San Francisco retirement community. 

She remained supportive of the field of costume. Her friends in the Midwestern and Western 

Regions honor her good sense of humor and her generosity in opening doors to make things 

happen. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Please check all links and mentions to be sure your school or 
institution is listed correctly. If not, please contact Petra Slinkard at 

petra.slinkard@gmail.com with the news, updates or changes. 
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••• SAVE THE DATE ••• 

 

Midwest Region Symposium 

 

In Grand Fashion  
Costume Society of America - Midwest Region 

Annual Symposium and Meeting 

September 16-17, 2016 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

 

The symposium will include scholarly papers and activities with the potential to engage many 

research interests.  

These activities include tours of: 

● The Grand Rapids Public Museum’s extensive archives of over 10,000 pieces of clothing 

and accessories 

● The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum’s collection of First Lady Betty Fords’ garments 

● The fully restored Frank Lloyd Wright, Meyer May House 

 

The keynote speaker will be Michael Hauser, author of 20th Century Retailing in Downtown 

Grand Rapids and 20th Century Retailing in Downtown Detroit. The Symposium will take place 

at the Grand Rapids Public Museum with conference accommodations across the street at the 

Holiday Inn Grand Rapids. The Gerald R. Ford International Airport is conveniently located 

southeast of Grand Rapids. Please note that the Symposium will be in September so that it does 

not compete with the City’s premier art event: ArtPrize which runs from September 21 – 

October 9. Plan to extend your visit so you can experience this exceptional art event, or 

consider entering as an artist: www.artprize.org. 

 

For more information about the symposium contact Andrea Melvin: amelvin@grpm.org 

 

 

http://www.artprize.org/
mailto:amelvin@grpm.org

