
Happy 2016! 
Welcome to the New Year and new beginnings, Southwestern Region 7! We had a 

productive and fascinating meet in Phoenix this past weekend. A special thank you to Dennita 
Sewell and Martha Grimm for the tour of the Phoenix Art Museum and exhibit of The White 
Shirt, According to Me. I recommend that everyone see it before it closes this spring. It is well 

worth the trip. 
Unfortunately I failed to get 
a group photo, but here are 
some shots from the 
exhibit… 

 

We also visited an exhibit called Merely Players 
at the Tempe Center for the Arts. This included an 
outstanding presentation of costume design and 
craftsmanship from the Arizona Opera, Ballet 
Arizona, Childsplay, and Phoenix Theater, in 
addition to individual artists’ work.  

The minutes of the meeting will be sent out 
later. In the meantime, here are some of the highlights and outcomes of the meeting: 

• Thanks to Vicki Berger’s diligence, we have switched banks to Wells Fargo for the 
Southwestern Region.  

• I will soon send out a copy of the By-Laws to everyone for review. We need to make 
some general housekeeping updates. Look out for that email, and please review the By-
Laws. If you have any suggestions or commentary, please send it to me. We will discuss 
this at our next regional meeting in Cleveland in May. 

• Our new website is up and running! If you see any issues, or have suggestions, please 
send them to me. I will pass it on to the national office. 



• Our next symposium hosted by the SW region is in 2021. Currently Fort Worth, Denver, 
Santa Fe, and Salt Lake City are the current suggestions. Please think it over, and provide 
any feedback to me. I will include all comments in our next meeting. Things to keep in 
mind for a symposium site include: ease of getting to the city/getting around the city, a 
conference chairperson in that area to organize the details, and places of 
interest/exhibits to our membership for events. 

• We all need to help increase our membership. The Southwestern region has the lowest 
membership of all the regions, including International. To help alleviate this issues, we 
had several suggestions. As a very spread-out region, we suggested that states or sub-
regions meet more frequently to increase our activity. The state representative can 
head up this activity as part of their duties. We also voted to include 2 student 
membership awards per year. The details are included in the call.  

• We also want to think about the possibility of a regional symposium each year. This can 
move around the region, and include a venue for presentations of various scope, type, 
and presentation. We should solidify plans for a regional symposium at the national 
meeting in Cleveland. 

All in all, we had a smooth and productive weekend. Thank you all who attended! Please 
feel free to contact me with any thoughts or questions. I have attached the call for state 
representatives and the student award call. I look forward to seeing those of you who can 
attend the national meeting and symposium in Cleveland, May 25-28.  

Kindest Regards, 

 

Lalon Alexander 
CSA Southwestern Region President 


