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Program report:

Inside the Levi Strauss & Co. Archive

By Inez Brooks-Myers

1155 Battery Street, San Francisco was our 
destination on Saturday, January 28, 2012—
world headquarters for Levi Strauss and 
Company.

Shelly Foote, President of the Western Region 
of the Costume Society of America stood in the 
sun drenched plaza passing out name tags, our 
“ticket” into “the vault” (archives/collections) 
of LS&CO. Lynn Downey, Curator/Historian 
in Charge of “the vault” welcomed the group 
with comfortable seating. She explained that 
the collection is used primarily for research—
historic, product development, exhibition. Not 
only does it  contain the worn and ragged jeans 
worn by miners of the past, it also features in-
store and periodical advertising, art-to-wear 
made from Levi Strauss products and various 
items related to the history of the company. For 
example, the collection includes, although we 
didn’t see it in person, a 1974 Levi’s-edition 
Gremlin automobile, upholstered in…denim, 
what else?    

Levi Strauss was born in Buttenheim, Bavaria in 
1829.  Around 1848 he, his mother and sisters 
arrived in New York city, where his brothers had 
already established a family wholesale dry goods 
business on the Lower East Side. 

In 1853 young Levi was sent to San Francisco 
to establish a western branch of the business, 
which he named Levi Strauss & Co.

The jeans, for which the company is so famous, 
were developed in 1873 and incorporated the 
overalls product developed by Levi Strauss with 
the riveted pockets, the idea of Jacob Davis of 
Reno, Nevada. For years “Levi’s” were worn 
by men doing hard physical labor—miners, 
farmers, mechanis, etc.

However, as society changed after World War 
II, jeans soon became popular with a whole new 
group of purchasers.  
Continued on page 4

CSA members outside the Levi’s archive, San Francisco, CA. 
Photo by Shelly Foote
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WESTERN REGION

The Western Region of the Costume 
Society of America is made up of 
members from Alaska, Alberta, British 
Columbia, California, Guam, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Northwest 
Territories, Oregon, Saskatchewan, 
Washington, Wyoming, and the Yukon 
Territories.
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CSA-WESTERN REGION NEWS IS 
PUBLISHED BI-ANNUALLY.

Address editorial correspondence and 
contributions to Rachel Harris at 
rharris@fidmmuseum.org. We welcome 
submissions as WORD documents via 
email for the Fall 2012 Newsletter, due 
by August 15, 2012. Submit photos as 
JPEG files with complete captions and 
credit lines via email. Author is required 
to obtain all rights and permissions for 
images.

REPRINTING POLICY
Authored articles may be excerpted 
only, not reprinted in their entirety.  
Proper citation must be given to author 
and CSA-Western Region News.  
General news items may be reprinted 
without written permission.

CONTRIBUTORS
Inez Brooks-Myers, Shelly Foote, 
Rachel Harris, Heather Vaughan

 CSA Western Region Invites You To...

2012 Costume Society of America National Symposium
ATL Global Gateway: Dress Scholarship in the 21st Century

Atlanta, Georgia
May 31 - June 2, 2012

Hosted by CSA’s Southeastern Region, the 38th annual meeting and 
symposium will offer a wealth of opportunities to hear the latest in dress 
scholarship, connect with colleagues and explore the historic city of Atlanta, 
GA. Keynote speaker Andrew Bolton, Curator of The Costume Institute at The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, will discuss the record-breaking 2011 exhibition, 
Alexander McQueen: Savage Beauty. Member presentations will cover a range 
of topics: exhibition planning, collections care, teaching dress history and new 
research in dress scholarship will all be covered at the symposium. 

CSA members who register for ATL Global Gateway by April 20, 2012 receive 
$65 off the regular rate for the full symposium. Register online at
 www.costumesocietyamerica.com.

Colors of the Oasis: Central Asian Ikats
Seattle Asian Art Museum

Saturday, July 14, 2012

Join Western Region friends and colleagues for a curator-led tour of Colors of 
the Oasis at the historic Seattle Asian Art Museum (SAAM) in Seattle, WA. 
Located in the Olmstead-designed Volunteer Park, SAAM houses the Asian Art 
collections of the Seattle Art Museum. After the tour, enjoy a picnic lunch in 
Volunteer Park. 

CSA member price for this program is $30. Registration deadline is June 28, 2012.

For more information on this program, or to submit suggestions for Western 
Region programs, contact Heather Vaughan at  Heather.a.vaughan@gmail.com 
or www.costumesocietyamerica.com. Click on Region Sites and select Region V.

Photo: Young Adult’s Robe, Central Asia, Uzbekistan, Bukhara, 1870s (?), silk warp, cotton weft; warp-faced plain weave, 
The Textile Museum, 2005.36.144, The Megali Collection, Photo by Renée Comet. Courtesy of Seattle Art Museum.
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 President’s Message

With this newsletter I write my last President’s 
message to you. When I step down at the end of June, 
Heather Vaughan will become President. At that time, 
I will inherit all the Western Region archives and be 
responsible for keeping them up-to-date for the next 
two years. I am sure that Jo Ann Stabb is looking 
forward to getting the boxes out of her house.   

As I look back on the last two years, the first thing that 
comes to mind is all the things I intended to do but 
didn’t! In spite of that, the Region has weathered these 
years fairly well, with good attendance at our programs 
and a fairly stable financial picture.
 
It seems appropriate at this time to thank the region’s 
Board of Directors. Working with them has been one of the pleasures of this position. They have offered 
constructive suggestions for our future. Because of this positive attitude, our Board meetings have been 
fun (sometimes downright hilarious) as well as productive. They all deserve my individual recognition but 
there is simply not enough space. I wish, however, to give special recognition to officers Heather Vaughan, 
Mary Gibson, and Judy Mathey and to Education Chair, Deidre Theiman all of whom have gone the extra 
mile this last year. Heather has managed to put together a series of programs wide ranging in scope. She 
also tried (sometimes with my resistance) to keep me abreast of developments in social media and other 
electronic communication. Treasurer Mary Gibson inherited a good set of “books” (electronic) from 
former Treasurer Betsey Potter. With Mary’s analysis of this material, we can see patterns in our spending 
and income while allows us to better plan for the near future. Judy Mathey, as Secretary, has been 
unfailingly cheerful while taking minutes at the meetings, even when we stray from the agenda. Her to-do 
lists keep us moving forward. And, lastly, as you read this, we benefitting from Education Chair Deidre 
Thieman’s organizational skills at our regional symposium at the William S. Hart Ranch and Museum in 
Santa Clarita.  It has been a lot of work for her, but we will all benefit from it. 

Lastly, I want to mention those individuals who, although elected to the Board, have volunteered their 
services to head a committee. Inez Brooks-Myers has stepped in the last two years to be the nominating 
chair – a job that requires a lot of phone calls. Thank you Inez and all of you, past and present, that 
have agreed to run for the Board, whether you were elected or not. Nancy Bryant has been handling 
membership on the regional level, welcoming new members and reminding those of us who forget to 
renew to do so.  Allyson Hollinsworth edited our regional newsletter for several years and Rachel Harris 
makes her premier in that position with this issue. Sheryl Birkner has continued to serve as our liaison for 
the CSA website. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at events this next year. Contact me at satalexandria@aol.com.  

Shelly Foote
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In the 1970s it was obvious that Levi’s were more than work clothes. People began to embellish their Levi 
shirts, jackets and jeans with patchwork, embroidery, fringe, tassels, studs and paint. Downey explained that 
in 1973 the Levi Strauss Company held a contest to explore the creativity of their customers. The judges 
included photographer Imogene Cunningham and designer, Rudi Gernreich, among others. They selected 
25 prize winners and 25 honorable mentions. A catalogue was produced to accompany the exhibition, which 
traveled during 1974. The first place winner was Bill Shire of Los Angeles; his entry included eleven pounds 
of studs according to a Sunset Magazine article in the September, 1974 issue. Lynn showed us a fabulous 
tasseled jacket by Hopeton Morris of Brooklyn, New York, one of four second  place winners. 
 
Mary Gibson asked about the red line selvedge. Downey said that in 1915 LS&CO started purchasing some 
of their denim from Cone Mills; it was 10oz. denim and was 29 inches wide. Until 1983, Levi’s bought their 
denim exclusively from Cone, who in turn put the red warp down the selvedge to distinguish it as made 
especially for the Levi Strauss Company.

Nancy Fadis asked if the story about the removal of the rivet from the bottom of the fly was true. Yes, 
Downey said. Yes, those copper rivets did heat up, especially if one crouched near a campfire. But it was 
the conserving of materials during World War II that really spelled the end to the “crotch rivet.” However, 
Downey went on to say that in doing historic reproductions, that rivet was reintroduced to a limited number 
of jeans, for historic accuracy, in the Levi Vintage Clothing line, 1969.

A favorite outfit was a child’s Junior Aviator suit dating 1929 and produced under the LS&CO “Home 
Run” brand.  It featured a two piece garment (button on blouse and trousers) with a helmet, goggles, 
shoes and a “Snoopy/Red Barron-style” scarf for the neck. An image of this outfit can be seen above.

When we had to leave “The Vault” we lingered in the vast lobby of LS&CO to view an exhibition that 
covered much of the history told to us by Lynn Downey. Drawers, covered with glass, were full of a variety 
of corporate memorabilia including catalogues, brochures, belts and belt buckles. In a display case, a pair of 
special jeans, made for Jennifer Lopez, featured her initials in rhinestones on a back pocket, and a shower of 
rhinestones on the legs from knee to the hem. The exhibition also included videos of Stacia Fink, Archivist/
Conservator, bathing an old pair of jeans we had just seen in “the vailt” that had arrived in a filthy and 
distressed condition.

Members and guests of CSA’s Western Region enjoyed this informative and entertaining program.

Inside the Levi Strauss & Co. Archive-continued from page 1

Curator Lynne Downey holds up 
a 1929 child’s aviator suit, which 

capitalized on the popularity 
of Charles Lindbergh’s famous 

flight in 1927. The outfit is 
complete with a leather helmet, 

aviator goggles and shoes. Photo 
by Heather A. Vaughan

A two-piece child’s baseball 
uniform as a part of the “Home 

Run” line. 
Photo by Heather A. Vaughan
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Regional Exhibitions

20th Annual Art of Motion Picture Costume Design
Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising
Los Angeles, CA
February 14-April 28, 2012
www.fidmmuseum.org
blog.fidmmuseum.org

Costumes from The Artist by Mark Bridges, 2012 Academy Award 
winner for Costume Design. (Alex J. Berliner/ABImages)

The FIDM Museum is proud to present the 20th 
anniversary Art of Motion Picture Costume Design 
exhibition. Celebrating the art and industry of 
costume designers, this exhibition presents more 
than 100 costumes from twenty films released in 
2011.

The exhibition includes selected costumes from 
all five 2011 Academy Award® Nominees for 
Costume Design: W/E, Hugo, Jane Eyre, The 
Artist, and Anonymous. Highlighted in the 
exhibition is the previous year’s Academy Award® 
winner for Costume Design, Alice in Wonderland. 
A gown from Alice in Wonderland will greet 
visitors as they enter the galleries.

The exhibition also showcases classic film 
costumes from the FIDM Museum collection and 
the Department of Recreation and Parks, City 
of Los Angeles, Historic Hollywood Collection. 
Some of these same costumes were featured during 
the first Art of Motion Picture Costume Design 
exhibition in 1993.

Outfitters: The Contemporary Art of Clothing
Bedford Gallery
Walnut Creek, CA
March 4 - May 13, 2012
bedfordgallery.org

Each day, every one of us adorns our bodies in 
some way. We can all relate to wearing clothing, 
and we all instinctively know that clothing has 
meaning and the power to communicate who we 
are and where we are going. Outfitters features 20 
artists who create surreal narratives about clothing, 
or use clothes or their armature, to explore concepts 
of memory, identity and human nature. Artists in 
Outfitters hail from around the world and work on 
the conceptual edge of craft, creating artworks that 
address our deep-seated attachment to what we – 
and others – wear. 

“Many of the artworks reference the nature and 
value of clothing, transforming it into a sculpture 
with a historic or political reference, or a narrative 
story,” says Bedford Gallery Curator Carrie 
Lederer. “Since the Middle Ages, the ways in 
which people cover or adorn our bodies provide 
ample clues about their lives – from social status 
and profession to ethnicity. There is an inherent 
political statement in our outerwear, and many of 
the artworks beg the questions: ‘What is beauty?’ 
‘How is it defined?’ And, ‘who defines it?’” 

Western Region’s own Allyson Hollingsworth is 
among the artists featured in Outfitters. Her 2006/7 
chiffon and tulle Daffodil Dress is included in the 
exhibition. Other featured artists: Jody Alexander, 
Michael Arcega, Renee Billingslea, Libby Black, 
Nick Cave, Pip Culbert, Vic De La Rosa, Margo 
Jones Duvall, Susan Fenton, James Gilbert, 
Jeremiah Jenkins, Charlotte Kruk, Robin Lasser 
& Adrienne Pao, Elisabeth Lecourt, Victoria May, 
Laura Raboff, Beverly Rayner, Rose Sellery.
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Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) 
5905 Wilshire Boulevard  
Los Angeles, CA  
www.lacma.org 
323-857-6000

“Common Places: Printing, Embroidery, and the 
Art of Global Mapping”
February 18, 2012—May 13, 2012
http://www.lacma.org/art/exhibition/common-
places-printing-embroidery-and-art-global-mapping 

This exhibition features three embroidered artworks 
from LACMA’s collection that were inspired by 
printed-paper antecedents: a seventeenth-century 
valance, a cigarette silks quilt, and Alighiero 
Boetti’s Mappa. They reveal the connections that 
print media and domestic needlework have shared 
for centuries across the globe. By transforming, 
assembling, and to some extent “recycling” 
mass-produced motifs, the embroidered works 
reconfigure everyday images into unique works of 
art using the basic elements of needle and thread.

California Design, 1930-1965: “Living in a 
Modern Way”
October 1, 2011 - June 3, 2012
http://www.lacma.org/art/exhibition/
californiadesign 

This exhibition is the first major study of California 
midcentury modern design. With more than 300 
objects—furniture, ceramics, metalwork, fashion 
and textiles, and industrial and graphic design—the 
exhibition examines the state’s role in shaping the 
material culture of the entire country. Organized 
into four thematic areas, the exhibition aims 
to elucidate the 1951 quote from émigré Greta 
Magnusson Grossman that is incorporated into 
the exhibition’s title: California design “is not 
a superimposed style, but an answer to present 
conditions…It has developed out of our own 
preferences for living in a modern way.”

California Design, 1930-1965: “Living in a Modern Way”
Margit Fellegi for Cole of California,

Women's Swimsuit and Jacket, c. 1950
Gift of Doris Raymond/The Way We Wore

Photo © 2011 Museum Associates/ LACMA

Regional Exhibitions-continued

                                                                   

Stitching Worlds: Mola art of the Kuna
April 15, 2012 - April 14, 2013

The Kuna people occupy the coral-reef archipelago 
flanking Panama’s eastern coast in an autonomous 
indigenous region called the Comarca of San Blas 
or Kuna yala (Kuna land). They developed a unique 
art form constructed from layers of cloth, cut and 
stitched into extraordinary designs, called molas.  
Created and worn by the Kuna women as part of 
their everyday garments, the molas, along with 
headcloths and jewelry, mark Kuna cultural identity.  
Today molas form part of the Kuna’s economic 
livelihood, as 20th century collectors became 
fascinated with their colorful and intricately crafted 
design.  

Check Costume and Textiles Artworks on view for 
information on current rotations of costume and 
textiles within LACMA’s permanent collection 
galleries.  Examples are on display in the American, 
Modern, European, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, 
South and Southeast Asian, Latin American and 
Oceanic galleries.
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Regional Exhibitions-continued

The Cult of Beauty: The Victoria Avant-Garde, 
1860-1900
Legion of Honor
San Francisco, CA
February 18, 2012-June 17,2012
legionofhonor.famsf.org

The Cult of Beauty: The Victorian Avant-Garde, 
1860–1900 is the first major exhibition to explore 
the unconventional creativity of the British 
Aesthetic Movement, tracing the evolution of this 
movement from a small circle of progressive artists 
and poets, through the achievements of innovative 
painters and architects, to its broad impact on 
fashion and the middle-class home. The superb 
artworks on view encompass the manifold forms of 
Victorian material culture: the traditional high art 
of painting, fashionable trends in architecture and 
interior decoration, handmade and manufactured 
furnishings for the “artistic” home, art photography 
and the new modes of dress.

The Fashion World of Jean Paul Gaultier: From 
the Sidewalk to the Catwalk 
de Young Museum
San Francisco, CA 
Mar. 24 - Aug. 9, 2012
deyoung.famsf.org

Dubbed fashion’s enfant terrible, Jean Paul Gaultier 
launched his first prêt-à-porter collection in 1976 
and founded his own couture house in 1997. 
Emerging as a designer in the 1980s, he developed 
his own dress codes that reflected the changing 
world around him.

This dynamic, multimedia exhibition will include 
120 haute couture and prêt-à-porter designs 
created between the early 1970s and 2010, along 
with numerous sketches, archival documents, 
fashion photographs, and video clips that spotlight 
Gaultier’s collaborations with filmmakers, 
choreographers, and musicians, most notably 
Madonna.

Kimono in the 20th Century
Pacific Asia Museum
Pasadena, CA
March 30, 2012-March 10, 2013
www.pacificasiamuseum.org

This exhibition features a gift in 2008 from the June 
Tsukamoto-Lyon collection, which provided breadth 
and further quality to Pacific Asia Museum’s 
already substantial collection. Kimono in the 
exhibition run from the most formal type reserved 
for very special occasions to children’s clothing, 
undergarments and light summer wear. Fabric 
patterns in the kimono range from deep black with 
reserve details in white, to Op-art that dazzles the 
eyes, with each garment giving a strong sense of the 
wearer’s taste, the modes of contemporary fashion, 
or requirements of the season in which the kimono 
was worn.

Related Events

All events are free to members and included with 
museum admission for non-members, unless
noted otherwise.

April 14, 2 p.m. CURATOR’S TOUR
Join Hollis Goodall, Curator of Japanese Art at 
LACMA and guest curator of the special exhibition
Kimono in the 20th Century, for an inside look at 
this beautiful tradition.

May 20, 2 p.m.-3 p.m. DEMONSTRATION
Master artist Setsuko Hayashi demonstrates the 
classic yuzen and shibori dying techniques as
featured in the fabrics of Kimono in the 20th 
Century. In Japanese and English.

May 20, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. WORKSHOP
Create your own silk scarf using the shibori tie-
dying technique. In Japanese and English. $5
materials fee; advanced registration required. 



Newsletter of the Western Region of the 
Costume Society of America

Attn:  Rachel Harris, Editor
6732 14th AVE NW
Seattle, WA 98117

Western Region to Host 2013 CSA National Symposium

It is official!  

The Western Region will host the 2013 National 
Symposium in Las Vegas, Nevada from May 29 
through June 1, 2013. Our theme and hotel venue 
will be announced at the 2012 symposium in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Inez Brooks-Myers and Shelly Foote will 
co-chair the event but need your assistance to make 
this a memorable experience. Planning is going 
forward at a fast and furious rate. Schedules are 
being drafted, call for papers being prepared, and the 
committee posts being filled. They are also creating a 
list of people who are are interested in volunteering, 
either in the planning stages or at the actual 
symposium – where a whole posse of volunteers will 
be needed. Updates will be provided in these pages 
on a regular basis, but if you would like to volunteer 
your services, please contact Inez at inezatthepoint@
att.net or Shelly at satalexandria@aol.com.     

Photo courtesy of Las Vegas in Pictures.


